
Source Organizer 
Reference:______________________          Source Title: ________________________  

Identification  
Questions 

Attribution  
Questions 

Contextualization  
Questions 

Corroboration  
Questions 

What type of source is this? (published article, 
report, letter, diary, speech, photo, painting, 
film, song, artifact) 

____________________________________  

____________________________________  

____________________________________  

____________________________________  

____________________________________  

____________________________________  
 
 
When and where was the source produced? 
 
When: 

____________________________________  

____________________________________  

____________________________________  
 
Where: 

____________________________________  

____________________________________  

____________________________________  
 
 
Is this a primary or secondary source? 
Explain. 

____________________________________  

____________________________________  

____________________________________  

____________________________________  

____________________________________  

____________________________________  

________________________________________  

Who created the source? 

____________________________________  

____________________________________  

____________________________________  

____________________________________  

____________________________________  

____________________________________  

____________________________________  
 
 
Why was the source created? 

____________________________________  

____________________________________  

____________________________________  

____________________________________  

____________________________________  

____________________________________  

____________________________________  

____________________________________  
 
 
Who was the intended audience? 

____________________________________  

____________________________________  

____________________________________  

____________________________________  

____________________________________  

____________________________________  

____________________________________  

____________________________________  

What is the perspective (viewpoint, position) 
of the author? 
____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 
 

What was the historical context (political / 
social /   cultural) at the time the source was 
created? 
____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 
 
How is the historical context similar and 
different from today? 
 
Similar: 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 
 
Different: 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 
 

What is the main argument of the author? 
____________________________________  

____________________________________  

____________________________________  

____________________________________  

____________________________________  

____________________________________  

____________________________________  

What evidence is used to support the 
argument? 
____________________________________  

____________________________________  

____________________________________  

____________________________________  

____________________________________  

____________________________________  

____________________________________  

Is the source / argument consistent with other 
sources? Which one(s)? 
____________________________________  

____________________________________  

____________________________________  

____________________________________  
What could account for the similarities / 
differences between sources? 
 
Similarities: 

____________________________________  

____________________________________  
 
Differences: 

____________________________________  

_______________________________________  




